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The culture of miniature painting in Central Asia draws on ancient
regional traditions. Its inception in the painting cultures of
antiquity traces to both the Persian and the Chinese civilizations.
With the Muslim conquests of Central Asia (from the second half
of the eighth century on), this culture appears to have waned
considerably. Its rebirth began with the establishment of the
Timurid dynasty in Samarkand by Emir Timur (1330-1405). By
linking China in the east with Asia Minor in the west, the new
empire also connected cultures in regions that had been on the
margins, if not outside, of salient Muslim influence. The capital

of the empire, Samarkand, soon became the hub of a cultural

efflorescence where the traditions of the east—Persia, China, and
India—mingled with those of the Middle East.

The fifteenth century is considered the golden era of miniature
painting in Central Asia. In Herat, the new capital of the successors
of the Timurid dynasty, a unique school of painters, writers, and
artiststookshape. Throughtheirart, created under the conspicuous
influence of the Suh order of the Nagshbandia—established in
Bukhara by Sheikh Baha ud-Din Nagshband (1318-1389)—they
rose to considerable importance in fifteenth-century Herat. Under
the impact of this stream, miniature painters began to produce
realistic works that broke through the limits of the genre, which
focused on depicting rulers’ lives, and produced pictures that also
described people in their living and growing environment. These
complex compositions were meant not only to embellish these
intellectuals’ works but also to promote the visual transmission
of a complex allegorical narrative and retell the greatness of
God and the smallness of man, humanity’s attempt to find and
understand the deity, and the magnitude of the covert as against
the overt.

The miniature painter Davlat Toshev (b. 1975 in Bukhara) has
been painting since childhood. During the communist years, a
cultural policy that centered on social realism in the service of the
regime was introduced and the Central Asian tradition of miniature
painting was nearly lost. After the Soviet Union disintegrated,
Toshev began to research the field of miniature painting and study
with traditional artists who had kept the ancient traditions alive.
In 2018, he established a painting school in Bukhara that teaches
and preserves the principles of this art form. In recent years, his
works have been displayed in numerous exhibitions around the

world: France, Germany, Belgium, Italy, Spain, and Switzerland.
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