Green Gold | Suma Kaedan

1t was for us and within us/ In the beginning/ In it, 1 grew atop the roots of the fig
and the olive/ and 1 flowed within the vines” pulse/ in the greening of chicory and
Za'tar| in the fragrance of the Faijan/ in the breath of the avhar/ and 1 streamed in
the Calicotome/ in the Sumac/ plants’ sap// 1 and the seasons//1 am the seasons/
1 and the soil/l am the soil: Adam and crust/l am the fertilizer/and the seeds and
fruit/ But 1 was meant to be nothing but the fertilizer/ to be nothing but/ Not to be!!

Hanna Abu Hanna'

Suma Kaedan remembers from her childhood days how the aromatic
hyssop bush drew a border through the heart of Baka al-Gharbiyya,
the city where she grew up and where she lives to this day. This plant,
also known as Syrian oregano, is an herb that dominates Palestinian
cuisine. Many special powers are attributed to the hyssop. The
beverage, brewed from its leaves, is claimed to sharpen one’s memory
and thought .With this in mind, the artist's mother sent her off to school
with bread smeared with a mixture of doka, produced from dried and
ground hyssop leaves, sesame, and sourish sumac.

According to Amina, Suma’s grandmother, many plants and animals
disappeared after the Nakba and remained only as memories. In her
rich language, Amina recalls the plants that she grew and the farm
animals that she tended, until a Zionist female-figure arrived and, with
her very presence and admiration of the abundant farm, seemed to
ruin and demolish it.

Over the years, a curbstone replaced the hyssop bush in Baka al-
Gharbiyya. And In the countryside around the town, the plant is
banned from Palestinian daily life and culture by policy. Since 1977,
the hyssop has been a protected species; picking it is a violation of
Israeli law that is strlctly enforced. Court records show that nearly all
violators are Arab: A new border has been drawn—a line separating an
agrarian society from the soil that nourishes it, between past memory
and existing present.

In her solo exhibition, Green Gold, Suma Kaedan crosses this border. In
an act of resistance, she picked various kinds of hyssop and studied
them via practices that are characteristic of their uses in Palestinian
domestic life: cooking and growing. She produced aromatic extracts
fromthe leaves, germinated the plants and let them sinkrootsin various
substances from which the installations in the hall of the Umm el-Fahm
Art Gallery were built, and made soap as well. She even presents quasi-
scientific drawings of the various subspecies of hyssop. The conceit
of the scientific rationale sanctions and justifies the law that forbids
picking hyssop and marks those who pick the herb as destroyers of
nature. By means of her works, Suma Kaedan reclaims the right to use
the spice that accompanied her childhood landscape, her ancestors’
legacy, and the awareness of local flora as witnesses to the history of

her people and family.
Curator: Tali Kayam

1English translation of the poem courtesy of the poet'’s family.

2Rabea Eghbariah, “A Struggle Sprinkled with Hyssop: on Edible Herbs in
Palestinian Cuisine and Plant Protection Laws in Israel,” in Studies in Food Law,

0o'9n 'n,gn ed. Yofi Tirosh and Aeyal Gross (Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University, 2019, in Hebrew).
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